










Dr. John R. Evans, president emeritus, university of toronto 

Lawrence S. Bloomberg, director of national bank of canada, 
toronto

Tim McTiernan, vice-president of research and executive director 
of the innovations group uoft, toronto

Hon. John P. Manley, counsel, Mccarthy tétrault, llp, ottawa and 
toronto

Geoffrey Matus, president of Mandukwe inc., toronto 

Gordon Nixon, president and ceo of rbc, toronto

Sheila O’Brien, president of belvedere1 investments, calgary

Jack Rabinovitch, Founder of the giller prize, president of nodel 
investments ltd., toronto

Joseph L. Rotman, chairman and ceo of roy-l capital 
corporation, toronto 

Susan M. Smith, Founder, Former president and ceo of 
rbc ventures, toronto

Dr. Calvin R. Stiller, chair of genome canada, chair and ceo of 
stilco corp., london, ontario

Dr. Ilse Treurnicht, ceo of Mars discovery district, toronto

William White, president of dupont canada, Mississauga

Many thanks to three members of the Mars board, who have 
stepped down after years of distinguished service: Dr. Howard 
Alper, o.c., former vice-president, research, university of ottawa 
and recently named chair, government of canada’s new science, 
technology and innovation council; Mr. Felix Chee, former president 
and ceo, university of toronto asset Management; and Dr. Ron 
Venter, recently retired professor of Mechanical engineering and 
assistant vice president of the university of toronto. <
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reForMs streaMline european patent reQuireMents

Mars discovery district board oF directors

by andre theriault, M.e.sc., p.eng., patent agent, ogilvy renault llp

good news for those seeking patent 
protection in europe: a set of recent 
reforms has streamlined requirements 
and should bring costs down.

Firstly, translation requirements have been simplifi ed under the 
london agreement, which came into force on May 1, 2008. in the 
past, translation costs associated with obtaining rights in individual 
european countries have been prohibitive such that patentees have 
resisted validating their european patent in more than a few member 
states or even obtaining them in the fi rst place.

the london agreement provides that states having a national 
language that is also one of the three offi cial languages of the 
european patent offi ce (epo) will waive the translation requirements 
completely. according to epo practice, the claims will still be available 
in the three epo languages (english, French and german). states 
having no national language in common with the epo will waive the 
translation requirements if the european patent has been granted in 
the epo language prescribed by that state for that purpose. these 
states may still require that the claims be translated into one of their 
national languages. since the claims are generally shorter than the 
description, translation costs will be signifi cantly reduced.

secondly, a revised european patent convention (epc 2000) came 
into effect on december 13, 2007, deleting some provisions and 
simplifying others to achieve shorter prosecution time and provide 

more fl exibility. For example, an applicant may now restrict the 
scope of its patent of its own accord, in a central proceeding before 
the epo with an effect in all member states. this was not possible 
previously and now allows the narrowing of claims or the revocation 
of a patent due to prior art found after the grant of a patent. 

Finally, changes in the fee structure at the epo will encourage 
applicants to keep the number of claims to a minimum and make 
their applications more concise. according to current practice, each 
claim in excess of 10 is subject to an excess fee of €45. as of april 1, 
2008, excess claim fees will only be applied for claims in excess of 15 
but the amount will be increased to €200 per claim. 

on april 1, 2009, more changes to the fee structure will take 
effect. each claim in excess of 50 will be subject to a prohibitive 
excess claim fee of €500. also, an additional €12 will be applied for 
each page above 35 in an application. however, it will no longer be 
required to pay a separate fee to designate each member state in 
which patent protection is sought. instead, a fi xed fee of €500 will be 
introduced to automatically designate all of the member states. this 
will represent savings of €60 for applicants who normally designate 
all member states.

taken as a whole, these changes to the european patent system 
should encourage applicants to make their applications more concise 
and potentially reduce the costs associated with obtaining patent 
rights in european countries. <

ogilvy renault llp has multi-disciplinary teams in 
Montreal, ottawa, toronto, Québec, and london. to reach 
the fi rm’s Mars offi ce, contact mars@ogilvyrenault.com.

as an integral member of the Mars team for five years, isobel 
helped to build the Mars family that now mourns her loss. 
We extend our sincerest sympathy to her family.  
isobel will be missed.

in MeMory oF 
isobel Waller
1945 – 2008
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